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significant and substantial harm to the
environment by discharing oil into or
on the navigable waters, adjoining
shorelines, or exclusive economic zone.
The development of a response plan
prepares the facility owner or operator
to respond to an oil spill. These re-
quirements specify criteria to be used
during the planning process to deter-
mine the appropriate response re-
sources. The specific criteria for re-
sponse resources and their arrival
times are not performance standards.
The criteria are based on a set of as-
sumptions that may not exist during
an actual oil spill incident.

§ 154.1015 Applicability.
(a) This subpart applies to all MTR

facilities that because of their location
could reasonably be expected to cause
at least substantial harm to the envi-
ronment by discharging oil into or on
the navigable waters, adjoining shore-
lines, or exclusive economic zone.

(b) The following MTR facilities that
handle, store, or transport oil, in bulk,
could reasonably be expected to cause
substantial harm to the environment
by discharging oil into or on the navi-
gable waters or adjoining shorelines
and are classified as substantial harm
MTR facilities:

(1) Fixed MTR onshore facilities ca-
pable of transferring oil to or from a
vessel with a capacity of 250 barrels or
more and deepwater ports;

(2) Mobile MTR facilities used or in-
tended to be used to transfer oil to or
from a vessel with a capacity of 250
barrels or more; and

(3) Those MTR facilities specifically
designated as substantial harm facili-
ties by the COTP under § 154.1016.

(c) The following MTR facilities that
handle, store, or transport oil in bulk
could not only reasonably be expected
to cause substantial harm, but also sig-
nificant and substantial harm, to the
environment by discharging oil into or
on the navigable waters, adjoining
shorelines, or exclusive economic zone
and are classified as significant and
substantial harm MTR facilities:

(1) Deepwater ports, and fixed MTR
onshore facilities capable of transfer-
ring oil to or from a vessel with a ca-
pacity of 250 barrels or more except for
facilities that are part of a non-trans-

portation-related fixed onshore facility
with a storage capacity of less than
42,000 gallons; and

(2) Those MTR facilities specifically
designated as significant and substan-
tial harm facilities by the COTP under
§ 154.1016.

(d) An MTR facility owner or oper-
ator who believes the facility is im-
properly classified may request review
and reclassification in accordance with
§ 154.1075.

§ 154.1016 Facility classification by
COTP.

(a) The COTP may upgrade the clas-
sification of:

(1) An MTR facility not specified in
§ 154.1015 (b) or (c) to a facility that
could reasonably be expected to cause
substantial harm to the environment;
or

(2) An MTR facility specified in
§ 154.1015(b) to a facility that could rea-
sonably be expected to cause signifi-
cant and substantial harm to the envi-
ronment.

(b) The COTP may downgrade, the
classification of:

(1) An MTR facility specified in
§ 154.1015(c) to a facility that could rea-
sonably be expected to cause substan-
tial harm to the environment; or

(2) An MTR facility specified in
§ 154.1015(b) to a facility that could not
reasonably be expected to cause sub-
stantial, or significant and substantial
harm to the environment.

(3) The COTP will consider down-
grading an MTR facility’s classifica-
tion only upon receiving a written re-
quest for a downgrade of classification
from the facility’s owner or operator.

(c) When changing a facility classi-
fication the COTP may, as appropriate,
consider all relevant factors including,
but not limited to: Type and quantity
of oils handled in bulk; facility spill
history; age of facility; proximity to
public and commercial water supply in-
takes; proximity to navigable waters
based on the definition of navigable
waters in 33 CFR 2.05–25; and proximity
to fish and wildlife and sensitive envi-
ronments.
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